
 
 
 
 
 

Getting Started With SYFAB’s
Funding Search Website 

 
This is SYFAB’s quick guide to using our online funding search database. You can 
follow along with these instructions to help you find your way around the funding 
search website and get the best out of it.  
 
Step 1: Getting to the Funding Search website 
 
Start by getting onto the internet and going to the SYFAB website: 
www.syfab.org.uk 
 
On the home page of our website, you can read a very quick summary of the main 
services SYFAB offers under the ‘Welcome to SYFAB’ heading. There are two links 
to get you to the funding search website: one is the pink text hyperlink in the text, 
and one is on the navigation on the left hand side of the page. 
 

 
 
Or if you want to go straight to the funding search website, the address is 
http://fundingsearch.syfab.org.uk 
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Step 2: Register 
 
This is the front page of the funding search website. You have to register to use the 
service. So start by clicking the pink ‘Register here’ text. 
 

 
Click this link to register 

This takes you to a registration form page. 
 

  

 
The registration form asks you 
to fill in a few details. The 
username and password you 
will use to log in will be the 
email address and password 
you type here. 
 
We ask you to re-type your 
email address and chosen 
password in the ‘Confirm Email 
address’ and ‘Confirm 
Password’ boxes. We ask you 
to do this to make sure your 
login details are spelt 
correctly. 

 
he grey 

‘Register’ button. 

 
When you’ve entered all the
information, click t

Type your 
own 
details 
into the 
boxes  

 2



This will take you to the main page for doing a funding search. Remember the 
email address and password you registered with – you will need them in the future.  
 
Step 3: Doing a funding search 
 

 

Click the blue 
question mark 
icons for help 
answering any of 
the questions 

 
Towards the top of this page is a drop-down list of all the funders on our database. 
You can use this if you already know the name of the funder you want to research. 
Most of you won’t know – so you can answer the questions on this web page to 
search for possible funders that could fund your organisation’s activities. Next to 
each of the questions is a blue question mark, which you can click on for extra 
information. 
 
It might also be useful to do multiple searches against each of areas you are 
fundraising for. This can help you spot funders which show up most frequently, and 
which may therefore be most relevant to your funding aims.   
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Question 1: What areas of work are you fundraising for?  
 
Tick the box of one or more of the subjects or beneficiaries that best describe your 
area of work. Try to be as specific as possible to get the best search results and 
avoid wasting time reading through lots of information that isn’t relevant to you. 
 
The work areas we cover here are fairly broad. If you need help deciding which 
term best describes your organisation or activities, you can click the blue question 
mark icon next to this question to get our definitions of each of the terms. 
  

 
 
Question 2: Where does your work take place 

 
Choose the area that best matches where your work will take place. Some funders 
will only fund in specific areas, so we want to filter out ones that won’t fund 
places you work in. So, for example, if you selected ‘Barnsley’, the results will 
include all those funders that only want to fund work in all or part of Barnsley 
district, AND all those funders that will fund work in South Yorkshire, Yorkshire, 
nationally and internationally. It will only exclude those funders that say they only 
fund work in specific areas that do not include Barnsley.  
 
Again, you can click the blue question mark icon next to this question for more 
examples to help you answer this question. 
 
Question 3: Are you a registered charity? 

 
Lots of funders, particularly charitable trusts, will only fund registered charities. 
This is even more likely to be the case if you want to raise larger amounts. If you 
answer ‘no’ to this question, the results will exclude all those funders who will only 
fund registered charities. 
 
Question 4: What size of grant are you looking for? 
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We give a higher rank to funders who can fund the full amount you are looking for. 
We will still include funders who can fund less than this but they will be lower in 
the results. There are not that many funders who offer large enough grants to pay 
for things like full-time workers, so you may find that you have to raise money from 
more than one funder. 
 
Question 5: What type of costs are you fundraising for? 

 
Be specific in selecting the costs you are looking for. If you have a project that will 
also contribute towards core, just tick ‘Project costs’. If it’s a building project, 
just tick ‘Buildings’. The search tool will include results for all those funders who 
will fund at least one of the costs you specify. It will only exclude funders from the 
search results if they will not fund any of the costs you choose. 
 
When you’ve answered all the questions, click the grey ‘Search’ button.  
 
Step 4: Your search results 
 
When you click the ‘Search’ button, the search page will re-open, but now your 
search results will appear below the questions, so scroll down the page to see 
them. Next to the search button, you’ll see the total number of funders that match 
the answers you gave. They are listed in order of how well they matched your 
answers so the most relevant funders should be towards the top of the list. You can 
scroll down this page to read a quick summary of each funder.  
 

 

Click here to read more about the 
Freshgate Trust Foundation 

You can read our full information on each funder by clicking on the ‘Find out more’ 
text at the end of each summary.  These records have much more information on 
the funder’s criteria, as well as contact details. You get back to the search results 
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list by clicking the ‘Back to search’ link, or using the back button on your web 
browser. 
  

 

 

 

Click here 
to go back 
to searc
results 

h 
 

 

Scroll down to find links to their own 
websites or to other people’s sites 
with information on this Funder 
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Step 5: Reports and printing 
 
You can print off a report with information on the funders that might be relevant 
for your fundraising. When you find a funder you want to print the details of, tick 
the box next to that funder summary in your results list. Repeat for all the other 
funders you want in your printout. When you’re happy with the funders you 
selected, click the grey ‘Print selected’ button at the top of the results list.  

 

Click print selected to print your report 

Tick the boxes for the 
funders you want 

This will open a new page in a new window with the full details we have on each of 
the funders you chose. If you have a printer installed on your computer, you can go 
ahead and print out this report. If not, just click cancel on the print dialog box to 
see the report as a web page (which you can save by going to the ‘File’ option in 
your navigation toolbar and clicking ‘Save’. This will allow you to refer to the page 
later, even if you’re not connected to the internet. 
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And that is about it. When you’re done, just close the window – you don’t need to 
log out. You can use the funding search website as much as you like – but make 
sure you remember your login details.  
 
We’ve tried to design this service to be as straightforward to use as possible. But 
there are lots of things that might not work exactly as described here, because we 
have no idea how your computer is set up and what software applications and 
settings you use. So if you’re having problems, either contact us to ask for advice, 
or find a technically-minded friend! 
 
Contact: Funding Advice Team, SYFAB 
Tel: 0114 249 4343 
Email: enquiries@syfab.org.uk 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@syfab.org.uk
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